Dishonor of Children

Dishonor of children causes great destruction because our identity (self-image)

forms primarily in the early years of life.

“Other people create the image you get of yourself by the way

they respond to you. Thus, if you are exposed to dishonor from all the sources

from which you acquire your image of yourself a negative or inadequate self-image is what you will inevitably end up with.”3

10 Ways We Often Dishonor Children

1.Abusive punishment. Using rage, lack of control, physical abuse, humiliation, threats, insults and abandonment (sending them away).

2.Shaming them in front of others. Telling negative or intimate things about them to others.

Punishing or correcting them in front of others. Normally you should take them to one side to

correct them.

3.Hardness and severity without grace. Children need lots of loving – touch, looks and

affirmation. When you fail to separate a child ’s behavior from his worth (preciousness),you attack his identity. This devaluing shames and he feels he is bad every time he makes a mistake.

4.Inconsistency. (always changing)When the expectations, rules and consequences change time and again.

5.Busyness, irritation and ignoring them. Usually because we are too distracted or lazy. Children need lots of quality time and space and patience.

6.Using control and manipulation to force desired behavior. For example: conditional love:

“Unless you obey me, I won ’t love and respect you.” Using physical force and threats instead of taking the necessary time to instruct and correct.

7.Discourtesy in tone of voice, facial expression, choice of words, sarcasm. Ignoring them or

mocking their questions, responding with irritation, unnecessarily interrupting the child ’s activities for your own convenience. Not respecting their possessions and person.

8.Breaking or forgetting promises.

9.Misinterpreting their intentions and accusing them without asking what happened and why.

10.Demanding from them what is impossible physically or emotionally. Expecting them to perform beyond their developmental activities. Comparing to their brother and/or sister. Denying them the freedom to feel, think, have opinions, try and fail. On the other hand, demeaning them by doing for them what they can do for themselves.
